
Website Development Kit 

The Network successfully applied in 2020 for a grant to develop a website kit. The kit has been finalised 

and placed on the Resources Page of the website. 

The kit was based on the real life experience of U3A Dalby in the installation of their website. It was then 

applied at U3As Boonah and Roma. 

It is envisaged that the kit will be able to be used by new U3As establishing their website and existing 

U3As looking to refresh their existing site. It has been designed for use with a minimum of technical    

assistance needed. 

Policy Bank Now Available 

The Policy Bank is now available on the Resources Page of the website. The Policy Bank includes a 

wide range of policies and procedures, all contributed by U3As. It includes in some instances multiple 

examples of policy documents such as Codes of Conduct. 

The document has been attached to the website in Word format to allow U3As easy access for copying, 

adapting, adopting or modifying policy or procedure. 

At the front of the Policy Bank there is a Contents Page to enable easy location of particular policies or 

procedures. 

New U3As 

Work has been proceeding apace on the formation of a U3A in Gladstone. Reports are that their        

constitution is complete and the application for incorporation as an association is ready to go. The next 

step is that of arranging some courses and a venue. 

U3A Cairns officially signed off on its incorporation of a branch at Douglas at its General Meeting held on 

24 March. 

In the latter part of 2020, U3A Bundaberg incorporated a new branch at Agnes Water. 

Agenda for the State Presidents Council 

Leisa Donlan has agreed to present at the State Presidents Council on the next round of legislative 

change that will impact on U3As. Leisa will recap on the changes that came into effect in 2020 and will 

provide information about the changes due in 2022. 1 hour and 15 minutes has been allowed for Leisa’s 

presentation and question time. 

Time has been allowed for the launch of the 2021 -2025 Strategic Plan. 

The third segment of the agenda will be a presentation by Merry Cloutier, treasurer of U3A Southern 

Gold Coast, regarding the financial management and reporting responsibilities of treasurers and         

committees. Merry will have handouts for the delegates. 
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Heart Foundation 

The Heart Foundation representative has agreed to investigate a strategic partnership with the Network 

once she returns from leave in mid-April. 

Review of the MOU between Network and COTAQ and Network and LGAQ 

The MOU with COTAQ has been re-signed. 

The review of the MOU with the LGAQ is nearing finality. The revised MOU includes changes the review 

period, incorporation of items such as reference to an Action Plan, building relationships with other organ-

isations and data sharing between our respective organisations. 

Des Taylor to Represent U3A Queensland at an Education Round Table 

NBN Co will be holding an Education Round Table (it was to have been held on 24 March but was can-

celled because of the weather emergencies) and Des Taylor has been nominated to represent U3A 

Queensland. Des put out a request to U3As for information about their use of and satisfaction with the 

NBN. 

It seemed most appropriate to nominate Des as U3A Queensland representative because under her  

leadership U3A Brisbane made very extensive use of electronic delivery of classes during the COVID 

shutdown; they have continued to deliver classes in mixed mode; and as a member of the Strategic   

Planning sub-committee Des played a significant role in leading the discussion on the goals, actions and 

expected results in the area of Innovation. 

U3AAA 

The next meeting of the U3AAA will be held on 14 April 2021 in Wagga, following the conclusion of the 

U3A Network NSW conference. The agenda has not been released as yet but it will include discussion on 

strategies to increase awareness of U3A at Federal level. 

Gail Bonser 

Your voice matters!  

Our community is increasingly becoming much more       
diverse, presenting great opportunities for learning, 
sharing and richness as we embrace increased longevity. 
It is      important to have opportunities to share your 
feedback, ideas, stories and lived experiences.  

For more than 60 years Council on the Ageing (COTA) Queensland has been engaging with older Queenslanders 
and organisations which service their needs, amplifying the voices of Queenslanders to develop and implement 
policies and programs that improve the lives of people as we age, and providing information and education to   
enable people to make well-informed decisions about ageing well.   

COTA Queensland invites you to join their Community Reference Network and be part of a community for change, 
by contributing to their work advocating to Government on issues and solutions and creating a more caring      
community where older people are actively involved and empowered and have access to appropriate services. 
 
Join their community today at https://cotaqld.engagementhub.com.au/register 

https://cotaqld.engagementhub.com.au/register


National Portrait Gallery Free Courses 

The National Portrait Gallery provides free distance education services that might be of interest to U3A Groups and   
tutors in U3A. 

During the COVID lockdowns the Gallery greatly increased the number of virtual tours and programs for audiences 
across the country. The Gallery connects using Zoom or other online conferencing platforms. Recently the Gallery 
ran a virtual learning program on art appreciation for the City of Melbourne U3A, and had 100 people all dialled in 
from their homes. The programs can be run this way for remote teaching, or they can be for an audience gathered 
together in a venue looking at a single large screen. 

The Gallery presenters have a very wide range of topics and themes which could be incorporated into teaching 
subjects/lectures, from visual art topics like art appreciation, photography, drawing and life drawing, to more gen-
eral topics like Australian history and society, migrant experiences, and Indigenous history. 

Programs can be scheduled to suit existing class times, and can be delivered to one group or several U3A audiences 
at the same time. 

The Gallery structures the content in each of the programs to suit the needs of the audiences, and questions and 

comments from the audience are encouraged. 

At this link there is a listing of the upcoming public sessions that anyone can dial into:   

https://www.portrait.gov.au/calendar.php?category=22 

This is a link to one of the recorded art workshops:  

https://www.portrait.gov.au/streams/drawing-workshop  

There are at least 20 spaces still available at the conference—the limit is 100.  The Conference Planning Committee 

voted to change the venue of the Welcome Function ( Preciously called the Cocktail Hour).  There were several  

reasons– the limit on numbers and the time limit were not conducive to long conversations and opportunities to 

catch up with other delegates. 

The Photography Competition is closed.  Thank-you to the members of U3A who supported this competition. The 

standard of the photos submitted has been very high.  The photos of coastal and tropical regions of the state have 

stunned those who have seen them.  The judges are now in the process of determining a winner.  Their task will 

not be an easy one. 

The members of Granite Belt U3A are looking forward to meeting the delegates representing U3A Groups from 

throughout Queensland. 

Conference 2021 

Survey 

Every U3A Group in Queensland has received an email from Louise Bourchier relating to a 
survey researching the sexual health needs of older adults those over 60.  Louise is a PHD 
student from the University of Melbourne.  Louise is seeking participants aged 60 and over to complete 
an anonymous online survey. All responses will remain completely confidential, and participants will not 
be able to be identified in any way. 
 

To access the survey, click here:  http://go.unimelb.edu.au/td2i 

https://www.portrait.gov.au/calendar.php?category=22
https://www.portrait.gov.au/streams/drawing-workshop

